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(See page thirteen)

EDITORIAL

Word and Ministry
II Cor. 5:18,19
his first editorial? It is not
W the time for promises orinprophecies.
The record will
HAT DOES AN EDITOR SAY

need to speak for itself. However, we would share some
hopes and affirm certain convictions as we assume this
ministry.
We affirm our belief in the Church and our conviction
that it is through the church that God wishes to accomplish
His work and to call His ministers. There is an inner
satisfaction which comes to one who is in that ministry to
which the church has called. It is a trust which we shall
not take lightly.

We affirm our belief in the printed page as a Godordained means of evangelism and Christian nurture. I
believe that the Evangelical Visitor has something to say
both to and for the Brethren in Christ. We will seek to
speak within the framework of our heritage and doctrinal
insights. We will seek to be open to the Spirit's leadership
as we sense His working in the life of the church.
We affirm our belief in the Brethren in Christ. This is
not to be interpreted as mere sentiment based upon
childhood experiences or ancestor worship. The issues
involved are far too important. The Brethren in Christ
have a unique heritage and biblical insights which make
our existence meaningful in this hour.
As a church we have both a message and a ministry.
This combination of message and ministry is sorely needed.
Needed because they are not always found together. One
can find churches strong on message, but weak in the
ministry of love to human need. There are as well churches
strong on ministry, but who fail to take seriously the word
of reconciliation which convicts and transforms. The
Incarnation bears witness that even for God the message
needed the ministry—"the Word became flesh."
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As a church we have both the words and the music. We
have attempted to combine integrity for doctrine with the
reality of experience. If we recognize the significance of
this combination we have a pattern of effective witnessing.
This means that our witness is not merely of Christ's work
for us, but also His- work in us. There is a concern for
truth but an equal concern for the freedom which He who
is the truth brings. The salvation message is one of words
and music—doctrine and experience.
As a church we believe both in the Spirit and the
church. These of course should not be in conflict, but
somehow they often are. We have a deep concern that as
individuals we are filled and directed by the Spirit in a
very personal way. We are also aware that as members
of the family of God we are deeply dependent upon and
responsible to one another. In a day when there is renewed
interest in the work of the Spirit there is equal need to
rediscover the fellowship of the church. In an age where
a sense of community has broken down and where
individuals have lost their identity it is needful that men
not only experience the grace of God, but also the love
of the brethren.
These characteristics of our brotherhood may not be as
obvious as we seem to suggest. We do believe that they
are inherent in our heritage and in our doctrine. We would
hope that a sense of Providence and destiny may lay hold
of us as a church and that we will seek to apprehend that
for which we were apprehended of Christ Jesus.
May the pages of the Evangelical Visitor be a help to
that end. Brethren, pray for us.
J.E.Z.

A Word of Appreciation
It has been our privilege to work with J. N. Hostetter
in a close relationship as publisher and editor for nine
years. This has been a rewarding experience. He was
conscientious in his schedule and understanding in his
expectations. I trust I will profit from his example.
The stature of Brother Hostetter is further expressed
in his willingness to prepare the present issue and plan
the next although the transition in office was as of
September 1. We are deeply grateful for his sharing so
generously in this manner.
J.E.Z.
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Spirit and Church
Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga

(Continued from last issue)
In a very practical way, then, this brings us to consideration of a Spirit-staffed Church. Summarizing the
teachings of I Corinthians 12 relative to the various offices
of the church, we note that the Lord set in the church:
"First Apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then
miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, divers
kinds of tongues." (I Corinthians 12:28). In this same
chapter in verse 11 the Holy Spirit is credited with dispensing gifts severally as He will. The gifts are enumerated
as "the word of wisdom, the word of knowledge, faith,
healing, working of miracles, prophecy, discerning of
spirits, divers tongues, interpretation of tongues."
Now here are two lists, the one pertaining to Offices
and the other to Gifts. Even though the lists are separate
and distinct, yet there is some evidence overlapping between them. And it is evident that while the staffing of the
Church is the vital concern of the Trinity, yet the staffing
is accomplished through the immediate ministry of the
third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit. Thus the words
of the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 4:11 and 12 assume importance:. "And he gave some to be apostles; and some
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, unto the work
of ministering, unto the building up of the body of Christ."
We do not conclude from this that a complete formula
for church organization is supplied in the New Testament.
The offices mentioned both in The Acts and in the writings
of the Apostle Paul appear to have been arranged for as
various situations arose demanding administrative solutions. Some of the developments in church administration
undoubtedly had their roots in a Judeo-religious heritage.
In this light we will not suggest that the Spirit's imprimatur or particular blessing can be found on a congregational or presbyterial or episcopate form of church
government. Rather from the New Testament perspective
we can lay down a principle for the guidance of the church
at all times: Now as then whatever the office to be filled,
it is the Holy Spirit who is immediately and directly
concerned.
Note with interest, therefore, that in the early organization of the church when the need arose for the selection
of "members of the staff"—not to preach or to conduct what
was considered to be the apostolic spiritual ministry—but
to provide help for timid foreign widows, seven laymen
were chosen to be deacons. One of the three prerequisites
for the filling of the office of deacon was the statement
that those chosen should be "full of the Spirit" (Acts 6:3).
This is an eloquent testimony to the importance of a
Spirit-staffed church.
What is of major import then in the development of
contemporary church life? Whatever the administrative
policy of the church or whatever the technique employed
in the selection of the spiritual leader of the local church,
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the all-important consideration is that church leaders and
pastors should be appointed by the Holy Spirit. Acts 13:2
needs to be repeated, "While they were worshipping the
Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called
them. Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands
on them and sent them off."
Spirit-filled pulpits is a continuing urgent need of the
hour. The winning of men and women to Jesus as well as
the building up of the body of Christ is dependent on
Spirit-filled pulpits. Spirit-appointed, Spirit-led pastors deliver Spirit-filled messages, work for Spirit-empowered
laity who witness in the community and thereby build up
a Spirit-filled Church.
We further urge that if there are any other offices belonging to more modern churchly endeavour even though
not specifically mentioned in the New Testament, such
offices whatever they be must come within the category of
the Spirit's staffing. Take for example the ministry of
music in the life of the church. That the Gospel should
be sung with the Spirit and with understanding (see I
Corinthians 14:15) is as definitely imperative as that it
should be preached in the demonstration of the Spirit and
power (see I Corinthians 2:4). Can we say that our
church is staffed with ministers of music selected by the
Spirit or with choirs everyone of whom is the Spirit's man
or woman for that place?
The Holy Spirit is at work, ever and always at work.
He is at work more markedly today through people,
ordinary and extraordinary people, people just like the
ones who walked across the pages of the Book of Acts.
Without such people, there is no church. Without the
church, there is no action. Without the Spirit working
through the people of the church, there is no life.
In elaboration of this Dr. Oswald J. Hoffman in the
Reformation Sunday sermon at the Berlin World Congress
on Evangelism so appropriately said of the Spirit in the
Book of Acts,
In this story Luke tells how the Spirit works by
witness, reaching out to the people beyond the church
through Spirit-filled people in the church. It is not
a story about church organization, or about church-state
relations, or even about methods of evangelism. It is the
story of how people filled with the Holy Spirit used
every conceivable method to bring the gospel to people
who did not know the Lord Jesus Christ, that they might
believe, be baptized and be saved. It is a story of
proclamation and instruction, of how the Spirit of
God uses the people of God to proclaim the Word of
God to bring to birth new children of God by the gospel.
Without continued proclamation of the Good News in
Christ the church would never have got off the ground
and in a generation would have become extinct. The
(3)

church survived and it exists today through the power
of the Spirit as people witness to their faith—not the
fact that they have faith but to the fact that Jesus
Christ is worthy of faith.
The story that Luke tells is not in Madison Avenue
Style, because the Holy Spirit does not use the Madison
Avenue approach. And there is nothing in the Acts
of the Apostles of that reticence about Christ which
seems characteristic of so much that passes for Christian witness in the modern world. People are ready
to talk about the wind and the weather, and sometimes even about God as the author of both, but Christ
appears a little too personal to talk about to others.
Not so, people who are filled with the Spirit!
A Word Concerning the Unity of the Spirit

One of the major issues of the hour in the life of the
church is the matter of ecumenics or ecumenicalism. We
are hearing so much these days about the ecumenical
movement. It is not all good and it is not all bad. Let us
not fool ourselves—everyone of us in some measure or
form is interested or involved in some way in an ecumenical spirit. The lowliest independent non-denominational
church that wants to support some sort of mission program
will have to be incipiently ecumenical about it by supporting some faith or interdenominational mission program.
Perhaps most clearly our very presence here in this Mennonite World Congress in Amsterdam is an indication of a
certain type of ecumenism.
Now some mean by ecumenicalism in a more extreme
way that we must get every Christian to unite with every
other Christian or every church to unite with every other
church in one great organization. Some of us just do not
share that view. The larger ecumenical movement at least
in some of its major parts appears, superficially, to be
headed in such a direction of unity or union. One wonders
if this is not putting the cart before the horse. The kingdom
of God will not come overnight if we scrapped all of our
denominations and just had one great church with one
name. Even on the highest level we would magnify our
problems and create new difficulties for ourselves. What
is profoundly needed, however, is for the church to have
what Paul wrote about to the Ephesian church in Ephesians
4: "The unity of the Spirit." Union is one thing; unity
another.
We do not plead for carnal divisions that too often
may exist among us, yes, among us who name the name
of Christ and claim the life of the Spirit. We do not plead
for pettiness and bigotry. Rather we plead for that life
of the Spirit where all of us in the church are ready to go
to the cross and die to ourselves—die not only to our
fleshly selves but even to our ecclesiastical selves.
Here it is that the Spirit in the Church will work. The
New Testament is replete with case examples on which
we can touch ever so briefly. We note four.
Case number one. In Acts 6:1-8 there is the case of
presumed administrative inefficiency growing out of the
alleged neglect of certain widows in the daily bread-line.
What could have happened there? The minute you mention Jews and Greeks, put in a dash of race or color or
theology, you can count on partisanship at once, the imputing of sinister motives—and that makes a good quarrel!
Happily the Apostles had the spiritual insight to avoid
imputations. They did not suggest that certain cliques
were trying to get power and money in their control. They
did -not set up opposition administrative forces. Instead
they shared the task by seeking for seven men of honest
report, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom while they gave
(4)

themselves to preaching and to prayer. The central essence
here was the working of the Spirit in the unity of the
Church.
Case number two. In Acts 15:1-35 you have an issue
before the Jerusalem Council. At stake was not a question
of administrative procedure but rather the essence of the
gospel: Is the gospel for Gentiles or only for Jews; if for
the Gentiles too, must they conform to Jewish rites and
customs?
Four significant facts stand out in the solution to this
threatened rupture of the Church which reveal the working of the Spirit in keeping the unity of the body.
First, we note that a group representative of the whole
church settled the matter. Paul and Barnabas did not
start a Pauline church at Antioch on lines of freedom for
Gentiles thus abandoning a Petrine church at Jerusalem
to Judaizing tendencies. Here were no platitudes that
different temperaments call for different types of churches.
Second, all parties recognized the sovereignty of the Holy
Spirit. To the question, "In what way is the Holy Spirit
actually at work today in the world?" Paul and Barnabas
brought in field evidence. Thus it was obvious to the
Jerusalem Council that the Holy Spirit was really at work
among the Gentiles. They had the same spiritual blessings
without the Jewish rites. So in substance the decision was
rendered: It is our task to cooperate with the Holy Spirit
where and as He is at work. Third, the Council listened
to the Scriptures. The Apostle James in his summation
quoted the Scriptures. Thus the Scriptures are our rule
of faith in that they reveal the mind of the Spirit. Fourth,
as a result of settling the main issue as being determined
by the Holy Spirit through His Word and obvious work,
everyone was willing to be generous to the feelings and
even the prejudices of others in matters less important
or secondary. Definitely there were concessions to Jewish
feelings as evidenced in at least two of the four restrictions
passed on by James to the Gentile churches. Significantly
Paul in his letter to the Galatians does not mention these
restrictions in his review of the Jerusalem Council but he
speaks rather of having been urged to take collections
from the Gentiles for the poor. What then do we learn in
all this? We learn the graciousness of allowing liberty to
others in non-essentials, with the assurance that if the
Church cooperates with the Holy Spirit such non-essentials
will fall off like so many dead leaves in due course.
Case number three is the clear-cut personality clash
between Paul and Barnabas in Acts 15:36-41. Here we
have a giant character, Paul, capable of tremendous selfdiscipline. This made him often seem severe in his dealings with others. But there is also something towering and
magnificent about him as a result which makes his effect
on history one of the greatest if not the greatest outside
of Jesus Christ. Here we have also Barnabas, a "son of
consolation." What loving nuances there are in his character. And the two disagree over a weak, homesick boy who
despite it all has great potential. In the final sense probably
both were wrong and both were right. The thing that
counts is that they both agreed in the Spirit to disagree
and to carry on in diverse courses the work of the Spirit.
One has to feel that this tragedy was used of the
Spirit to mark a turning point in the life of Paul. Curious,
isn't it, that in the Acts we find no mention of the Spirit's
guidance in the first missionary journey or even up until
this incident. Following this one finds many expressions
such as:
. "Forbidden of the Holy Spirit to preach the Word
in Asia" (16:6).
Evangelical
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. "Assayed to go into Bithynia but the Spirit suffered
them not" (16:7).
. "Paul purposed in the Spirit . . . to go to Jerusalem"
(19:21).
. "Bound in the Spirit to Jerusalem" (20:22); and numerous references to guidance in a vision in the night
(16:10; 18:9; 23:11; 27:22-26).
When one reads the Pauline Hymn to Love in I
Corinthians 13, he has a feeling that this resulted in the
lesson of the Spirit to his own heart. The mistakes of the
Church can be made a blessing if it learns the lessons
of the Spirit from them.
Case number four. We turn to the rebuke by Paul
to Peter as reported in Galatians 2:11-16. Peter had failed
to be true to his vision and Paul administered the rebuke.
When one remembers Peter's later commendation of Paul's
letters one has a feeling that the work of the Spirit in
Peter was to be seen. I heard a modern day counterpart
of such working of the Spirit in the Church in the simple
testimony of the Auca Indian brother, Kimo, in the World
Congress on Evangelism in West Berlin. When asked what
he did as a leader in the Auca church when he saw one
of his fellow Christians going astray, Kimo replied with
the wisdom of the Spirit, "I talk much to the Lord about
him first; then I talk to him."
Let us suppose in any of the above cases that the
decisions effected or the course of action taken would
have been the opposite of the one that pertained. What
should Paul and Barnabas have done at Jerusalem? What
should Paul have done if Peter would not have listened
to him? Should they have gone along with positions which
violated their conscience in order to preserve unity or
should they have separated? This is one of the most
important questions of the hour.
First, of course, the answer must be scriptural. An
answer must never be born either of expediency or compromise. We must see the Scriptures in their wholeness and
interpret them with a sound exegesis. It is bad exegesis
to interpret II Corinthians 6:17, "Wherefore come out from
among them and be ye separate, saith the Lord," as applying to problems such as the cases we gave. Such words
taken in context refer to separation from worldly sins,
immorality, bad ethics. The clear-cut word is on separation
from sin, evil and unbelief. At the same time much
Scripture is devoted to the necessity of keeping the unity
of the Spirit among the believers.
Undoubtedly we will have times when separation is
called for and becomes a virtue. Again there are also times
when to suffer through a bad situation is redemptive. This
is where we must be shut up to the guidance of the Spirit
to make application of a general truth which is held in
tension between the two poles of any given particular
case.
In conclusion then we summarize by declaring that the
resources of the Church are in "the supply of the Spirit."
The Holy Spirit is more than a Minister of Consolation. He
is in reality the Christ to the Church without the limitations
of the flesh and the material world. The Spirit can reveal
what Christ could not speak. The Spirit has resources of
power greater than those Jesus Christ in His incarnation
could use, and thus the Spirit makes possible greater
works than Christ. To the Church He is the Spirit of God,
the Spirit of Truth, the Spirit of Witness, the Spirit of
Conviction, the Spirit of Power, the Spirit of Holiness, the
Spirit of Life, the Spirit of Adoption, the Spirit of Help,
the Spirit of Liberty, the Spirit of Wisdom, the Spirit
September
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of Revelation, the Spirit of Promise, the Spirit of Love, the
Spirit of Meekness, the Spirit of Glory, and the Spirit of
Prophecy.
The Church is called to explore the resources of the
Spirit, for the resources of the world of itself alone are
futile. And the resources of the Church—these • are
inadequate!
A man-managed, world-annexing Church can never
save the world or fulfill the mission of Christ. Let the
Church seek the fulness of the Spirit—in the Spirit is
abundance of wisdom, resources, and power!
Suppose we try the Holy Spirit and Pentecost!

Milwaukee Congregations
Urged to Refrain from
Bitterness
MILWAUKEE, Wis. (EP)-After rioting that caused^
three deaths (as of Aug. 4) and an unestimated amount
of property damage here, the Rev. Theodore E. Matson
sent a pastoral letter to 60 area congregations of the
Lutheran Church in America containing an appeal to refrain from bitterness and to support action that would
remove the causes of racial unrest. Dr. Matson is president
of the LCA's Wisconsin-Upper Michigan synod.
"The rioting was squelched, but the hostilities, I fear,
remain," Dr. Matson wrote. "The cooling of the heat of
the riots took place, but that which brought about the
riots remains unchanged."
The letter said that although citizens could be grateful
that Mayor Henry W. Maier and other officials had
prepared for possible riots and acted with dispatch when
the rioting began, "we cannot rest comfortably and at
ease."
"What can we do as congregations, as committed
people of God?" Dr. Matson asked.
"We can, by the grace of God, refrain from bitterness
and vengefulness toward those who were responsible for
and participated in the riots. Each of us needs to search
his or her own heart and ask, 'To what extent am I responsible for the riots? How Christian are my attitudes,
words and actions toward Negroes and others who are
of a different race?'
"We can pray to ascertain God's will . . . pray to be
His church, His people, in the midst of any crisis that
develops.
". . . We can speak and act forthrightly for equal opportunity for all citizens in housing, education, employment, and we can give financial and moral support to
congregations in the core area of our city committed to
serve and witness to the people in their communities . . .
"The racial crisis has to do with human worth and
dignity, human values, human relationships, and human
hopes. These are the areas that must be of primary concern to the church . . . The Lord of the church reminds
us that both promise and peril tie in with human relationships, 'Inasmuch as ye did it, or did it not, to these my
brethren, you did it, or did it not, unto me.'"
The last sentence was a paraphrase of the words of
Jesus in Matthew 25, verses 31 to 35,

(5)

With the Church in Zambia
(Some further highlights of their Regional Conference, sent
in by Bishop J. Earl Musser, give us an intimate view of a
young church whose leaders have a vision for the future.)

It was decided to offer associate church membership
with baptism and communion to some cases of persons not
qualifying for holding office or taking places of leadership.
Eligible for associate church membership are (1) the first
wife of a polygamous marriage and (2) those involved in
divorce, but who are endeavoring to take the best steps of
correction. The action and provision for divorcees follows
very closely that taken by the church in America.
The acceptance of this associate form of membership
follows two years of discussions in councils and regional
conferences and was strongly supported.
A Sunday School Committee and a Home and Family
Life Committee were established for the Zambia Regional
Conference. As a Youth Regional Committee was established in 1966, we now have three standing Regional
Committees.
The Church reviewed the goals it had set up last year
for church advance. It noted that in the areas of increased
giving, building churches, and in the plans for the Bible
School, definite progress was being made. And it renewed
its determination to achieve these goals:
(1) Pastors' Refresher Course to be yearly.
(2) Bible School in Zambia-1968
(3) Bible School students—five new ones yearly
(4) Choma Church-1967
(5) Lusaka Church-1970
(6) New (rural) churches—two each year
(7) New preaching points—two each year
(8) 20% increase in offerings for each church yearly
(9) All congregations to give more than their pastor's thankoffering.

Merv Brubaker confers with his quiz team.

(6)

"I think so, too," says Steve Brubaker to Dick Muzyamba
as I-W Stanley Eyster also assents.

[How about those goals? Perhaps they have a lesson for
us! Page Ed.]
Evangelistic Messages
Soul-searching messages by Rev. A. G. Brubaker, Jr.,
climaxed the end of each day. The first three evenings
clearly outlined three essentials for salvation:
(1) We must understand the sinfulness of sin.
(2) There must be a consciousness of guilt,
(3) We are saved by faith in Jesus Christ.
Saturday night those who had experienced the saving
power of Jesus were challenged to present their bodies a
living sacrifice to God.
Six young men responded to the invitations to repent.
Sunday Morning Communion
Sunday morning dawned cloudy, cool, and windy. As
the band of 205 churchmembers gathered in the little
church, reaffirming our faith in the living Lord; and
as we sang, in Tonga, of course, " 'Tis So Sweet to Trust

Managers of Schools find constant consultation essential to an
effective church-guided educational program: Ammon Mweetwa
(left) and Frey Mweetwa.
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There was eating too! But here the food's gone—time to
clean up!

Conference Moderator, Bishop Musser, confers with
the Secretary, Jonah Moyo.

in Jesus," we knew this was not just another meeting; it
was a communion service fresh with the Spirit of the
Lord. As often before, we sat thinking quietly upon the
suffering and death of our Redeemer . . . until He come.
". . . when He had given thanks . . . He said, 'Take eat
. . . in remembrance of me.'"
We ate and drank in remembrance. Deep heart sentiments were expressed in the hymn, "My Jesus, I Love
Thee, I know Thou art mine." Eyes glistened in devotion
and adoration to our Saviour. Then, joyfully, our anticipation rang out in the words, "We Shall See the King."
The service was ended, but the fervor of the hour
carried on.

The Closing Service
Special music from a variety of congregations within
the Conference district, a generous offering of £-37.6.5
(over a hundred dollars) for the beginning of the Choma
Church fund, and a timely message from the Bishop
climaxed the Conference. Fervor and enthusiasm had
steadily mounted throughout the Conference; and now
souls were challenged to return to their homes and posts
of duty to share their inspiration with their local congregations.
God's message to us through Bishop Musser was based
on Acts 1:8. Although we leave Conference with "I'm now
(Continued on page ten)

Christian homes are essential
for a strong church. A Christian couple that works together
in the Lord are Mr. and Mrs.
Ammon Mweetwa. (N. B. Amnion Mweetwa is the man
chosen by the Church Executive and Conference to come
to America to study at Messiah
College, 1967-8. His picture
also appeared in the July 3rd
Visitor. Be prepared to recognize him!)
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"God be with you till we meet again!" Lorry loads leaving at the
end of Conference.

(7)

Teenage Attendance Contest Got Results
Mel Larson
Even though the following report relates to Sunday
School work with suggestions which could pay off in your
Youth Department in the coming October Forward Enlargement Campaign, most of the ideas used could be
adapted for Christ's Crusaders programs . . . Page Ed.
Imagine the surprise by young teenagers at the Central
Free Church, Minneapolis, Minn., one Sunday morning
last spring, when they were greeted at the door of the
Junior High School department by "stewardesses" wearing
Western Airlines caps and pins.
Chairs had been arranged in the pattern of jet airliners
—two-seat groups on the left, three-seat groups on the right.
After ushering teen-agers to their seats, stewardesses distributed newspapers and magazines to early-comers, served
candy and gum, pinned name tags on visitors and presented
corsages to the teachers.
First indication teen-agers had that something unusual might be in the making was on the previous Sunday
when they received flight boarding passes which read:
"Flight 200. Gates: 7th Street and 10th Avenue. Flight
time: 9:45."
This was the first Sunday of a six-week contest which
had been announced and promoted in the department.
Purpose was to get and hold new members, as well as to
entice other members to regular attendance.
Rules were simple: individuals were given three points
for bringing a new member who attended at least three
Sundays, two points for a visitor, and one point merely for
coming themselves.
The award for the individual amassing the most points
was an all-expense weekend trip to the denomination's
Trinity Seminary and Bible College in Chicago—430 miles
away. By plane, of course.
On the first Sunday the gang "flew" to Chicago, via
film, to create enthusiasm for the contest and the award.
The trips featured "red carpet service" all around the
world as the excited teen-age group was treated to surprise
after surprise for the next five weeks. (Red bedspreads at
the entrance of the room served as red carpet.)
The second Sunday, the group flew to Hawaii. Fish
nets, shells and tropical plants set the scene. Stewardesses
served coconut and pineapple. One of the young fellows
of the group having been to Hawaii not long before the
contest, told of this 50th state and sang several Hawaiian
songs.
The third trip, on Easter Sunday, was to Jerusalem and
the Holy Land. By colored slides, the group visited the
land where Christ had walked, talked and was crucified.
Refreshments were dates and imported Jewish candy.
By the fourth Sunday, teen-agers were excited and
wondered what would happen next! First things they saw
that day were huge banana stalks—not the small bunches
seen in supermarkets, but big stalks which looked like
they had just been lifted from a banana boat!
It was "banana area" Sunday and Missionary Vern Van
Hovel, on furlough from Ecuador, sang and spoke to the
group about his ministry for the Lord.
• Sweden, birthplace of the founders of the Evangelical
Free Church of America, was the destination of the fifth
trip, A display of Swedish clothing and gifts formed the
(8)
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setting for a brief talk by a member who had recently
visited Sweden.
Swedish cookies, rosettes and rolls were on the menu
for the day.
Final stop was Japan. Colorful displays of Japanese
clothes, bamboo mats and poles, rugs and silk pillows to
sit on provided the right atmosphere for a talk by a former
GI who had been based in Japan.
Refreshments? Fortune cookies, of course.
What were the results of the contest?
"Through the red carpet service on our world tour,"
said department superintendent Paul Fahlin, young motel
operator, "attendance improved greatly. Many classes had
perfect attendance Sunday after Sunday. One class of 18
tenth grade boys had perfect attendance for four straight
Sundays."
What about visitors?
"The contest brought in 25 visitors," says Fahlin, "some
of whom stayed with us."
The contest created a great deal of interest among
leaders in other Sunday school departments, Fahlin reported. In fact, he says, the entire church was "buzzing"
about the affair.
Obviously the Flight 200 program involved a great
deal of extra work. But everyone—Pastor Richard Elvee,
Fahlin, teachers, other staff members and students—feels it
paid off in getting new members and in keeping members
coming more regularly.
Editor, The Evangelical Beacon

32 Trainees Begin Life in America
"'What are you doing in our country?' That's the
question I heard very often. When I answered I am a
trainee, people naturally asked, 'What are you training for?'
And I find that the best answer was, T am training for
American life.'
"Now maybe you would ask me if it really needs special
training for the American life. I would say it sure does!
"I needed training to make hamburgers, and also to
eat them without a fork and knife; to run a dishwasher
and to use a dryer; and especially to speak and understand the language.
"But training for the American life can be lots of fun,
if you 'take it easy' like American people do . . .," says
Suzanne Comtesse, French trainee, of her past year in
America.
On July 27 and 28, 32 trainees began their year in
America. On August 21, 18 Americans sailed for Europe.
This is the seventeenth group of trainees to spend a year
in America and the fifth year for American youth to spend
a year in Europe under the MCC exchange program.
Working, worshipping, and living with a family provides the trainee with first-hand knowledge of the new
culture. This knowledge becomes the basis for a broader
understanding between nations. The trainee returns home
able to answer questions and dispel misconceptions that
often arise when a nation is only read about.
(Continued on page twelve)
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My husband and I face a new challenge each Sunday
morning as we leave for church, for we know that soon we
will be privileged to share another session with our group
of eager, active fifth graders.
The old expression, "two heads are better than one"
has been proven true in many cases. The Christian education of youngsters is no exception. So our church has, for
some time, advocated team teaching. It has been found that
it is easier to get acceptances from persons who are asked
to team teach than it was when one person was asked
to take complete responsibility for teaching a class. There
is something reassuring to teachers in working together and
the pupils also gain from the additional persons who have
an interest in them.
Our church school superintendent approached my husband and me one Sunday morning with the question,
"Would the two of you teach our fifth grade class?"
I looked at my husband in bewilderment. He was
equally amazed. Both of us had often taken turns at
teaching in our young adult class; but teaching boys and
girls was something else.
After receiving a few more details on the responsibility,
we replied, "Let us think about it. We'll give you an
answer in a few days."
The next few days were ones of prayerful soul searching as we determined whether to remain in the security of
our familiar place in the young adult class, or venture out
into the new challenge that lay before us. We soon knew
what our answer must be, and lost no time in telling the
superintendent that we would accept the responsibility.
After three years of teaching fifth graders, my husband
and I agree that we made the right decision. No other
responsibility has been more fulfilling and rewarding than
sharing with these boys and girls in the quest for God's
great truths.
Each of our three classes has been quite different in
some ways and alike in others. Each has confirmed in
various ways that a man and woman teaching team is
advantageous. Jeff, a shy but alert young fellow, comes
strolling into the classroom. As sometimes happens in a
predominantly girls' class, Jeff finds himself the only boy
present today. It is no barrier to him. Without the slightest
hesitation he makes his way, like a plane on radar, to the
side of my husband.
My husband smiles and says, "Good morning, Jeff. I'm
so glad to see you. We certainly need you this morning."
Two snappy brown eyes sparkle as a grin spreads over
the child's face. He feels at home.
Howard has missed the first two Sundays after promotion day. My husband goes to the telephone and dials
the boy's number. "Hello, Howard. Mrs. Williams and I
have missed you in our class for the past two weeks. We
and your other friends are hoping you will come and
join us this Sunday. Do you think you could make it?"
A voice on the line replies, "I think I can. I didn't get
up in time the last two Sundays, but I'll get up and come
with Mother this week. Thanks for calling."
Howard was in the class on Sunday morning and he
continued to come. It became evident in the weeks that
we worked with him that his dad slept in on Sunday
September
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Not for Women Only
Lois Anne

Williams

morning. Howard had come to Sunday church school with
his mother since he was a baby. Now he had begun to feel
that he was getting too old for such "stuff." Maybe it was
for girls and women since Dad never came.
Then something happened to change his mind. A phone
call from a man who was interested in him and in the
Sunday church school. He would have to come and see
about it. He came and found out for himself that this was
really part of a man's world too.
A typical Sunday morning goes something like this.
"Hello, Linda," I greet the first comer at the door.
"Linda, would you like to see the book we have on the
browsing table? Maybe you will have time to read through
the first chapter and tell the others about the person in that
story," my husband suggests.
Cathy comes hurrying in.
"Hi there, Cathy. We have several new words we will
be using today. Would you please look up the meanings
when we come to them later in our session?"
Cathy eagerly grasps the word list and goes over to the
table to busy herself with the dictionary.
John and Larry are the next to come. Mr. Williams
takes them aside and together they prepare for the moments of worship at the close of the session.
And so, as each child comes, he is drawn into some
activity related to the session. There is no opportunity for
them to wander about wondering what to do with themselves. We try always to begin a learning experience the
moment our first student arrives. This also helps prevent
disciplinary problems.
Fifth grade girls have come to an age when their
fathers are especially important to them. What Dad thinks
of their dress, their hair style, or their manners makes
quite an impression upon them. The knowledge that a
husband and father is willing to give some of his time
as a teacher in the Sunday church school to help them in
their study of God and His will for their lives is also
important to the girls in our class. It has often been
evident in their smiling faces as they respond to the
morning's discussion, or as thy stop to thank us for sending
their story paper to them when they were ill and missed
the previous Sunday.
We noticed that parents, especially fathers, gain a new
insight into the Sunday church school when my husband
and I call together in the homes of our students. It seems
to make an impression upon them when they realize the
interest each of us has in their children. We notice a more
cooperative spirit from the homes into which we have gone
to call. Here again, I could definitely sense that men teachers are an asset to the church's school.
Besides the fact that my husband's influence has been
very profitable to the groups we have taught, I have found
that team teaching with him has been convenient and
enjoyable for us. Times for planning and evaluating are
worked into our weekly routine, so we can thoroughly
prepare for the next session. We have less trouble finding
times to get together in our planning, although even in the
same household, this can pose a problem at times. Because
we know each other so well, we are able to sense each
(Continued on page ten)
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Banmankhi Homemakers
Course — 1967
A recruit for Africa: Donna
Sollenberger, R. N. (Air Hill
congregation),
sailing
from
New York, September 8. Accompanying her will be VSer
Sharon Miller, a medical secretary—sister to Edith Miller on
Macha Mission staff. One of
five VS men under appointment may also be in the party.

To many of us stirred by the possibilities inherent in that
course for girls who, have not been able to attend regular
school, for one reason or another, these few words from a
letter from Leora Yoder (India) will be of interest:
"I surely enjoyed working with and teaching those
girls in Banmankhi. They were very eager to learn. Four
girls in less than three months were able to learn the ABC's
(for Santali language is in Roman script) to reading in
the New Testament. The other eight first year girls were
not so good. All 25 memorized lots and lots of Bible verses
and some long portions as well. Amazing to me. In sewing,
too, they did very well."
Adult literacy teaching! There you have it.
Anna Jean Mann

ZAMBIA — Continued from page seven
ready to go back to my home and do something for
Christ better than I did it before," our enthusiasm wanes
unless we have the power of the Spirit to keep us going.
"We must be willing to wait day by day, searching our
hearts and asking God to show us what He wants us to be."
Thus the church in Zambia will continue to thrive.
". . . news of the General Conference oiled my heart."
Excerpts from letter to Executive
Secretary, from
Leslie
Dhlodhlo,
student from Rhodesia, studying
in
university
in Montreal:
". . . Although I am very inactive in the programmes of our
Church (because of his being isolated at present. Page E d . ) ,
I am always concerned about the Church's firmness and
growth amidst physical upheavals that may have an impact
upon members of the church.
"Thus, news of the Gen. Conference in Ohio oiled my
heart. I know how disturbed I am that I could not share the
fellowship there. I deeply trust that I may attend the Conference next year, just before returning home. My honest
hope is that the discussions and decisions made may strengthen the roots of the Church and cause it to nourish young
souls and beam the light of glory to a victorious end. I feel
we need a 'United Church,' whose hub is the victorious and
living Christ, more than ever before . . . .
"I realize you will be visiting the Church in Africa
shortly. My faith and prayer is that your visit and fellowship with the Church may be a time of real spiritual blessing
and re-awakening. With the Lord leading in all nothing can
go amiss.
"Kindly remember me to the Church, its leaders and
supporters and to my wife and relatives. Tell them all I am
happy in the pathway of the Lord and I always have their
aspirations at heart. The Lord willing I should soon be back
within the flock. My work is hard but not impossible through
Christ. Meantime we unite in the bond of prayer."

Arrived!
CABLEGRAM RECEIVED AT OFFICE, AUGUST 19, FROM BULAWAYO

SIDER HOSTETTER BYERS ARRIVED SAFELY AS PER
SCHEDULE
HOSTETTER
For the safe arrival in Africa, of Dr. and Mrs. Roger Sider,
our Executive Secretary Henry N. Hostetter, and Miss Eva
Byers, R. N., we thank God.
BWM
Office

Expected in America
About Sept. 12: Rev. A. Graybill and Ethel (Stern) Brubaker
and family, from Zambia, where Brother Brubaker has been
principal of Choma Secondary School.
About Oct. IS: Martha Lady, R. N.; Dr. Virginia Kauffman, who has been in charge of Phumula Mission Hospital.

NOT FOR W O M E N ONLY —
Continued from page nine
other's readiness to contribute to the teaching process
during the Sunday morning session.
My husband and I are glad we accepted the challenge
to teach fifth graders. We are also glad we discovered
the advantages of having a man involved in the teaching
team for this age group. Our church is finding that it is
good to work men into teaching in all of the other grades
as well. It does not always have to be a husband and wife
team. Two men can do a fine job with a class.
Now that we are learning how important men are to
the educational ministry with children in the church, I
think we will see more and more of them sharing in this
great work.
Baptist Leader—Used
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by permission.

To return to India by air, leaving August 25 from Toronto: Rev.
and Mrs. Harvey Sider, with Cheryl and Steven.
Brother Sider resumes his work as General Superintendent of
our Bihari Missions after this six months furlough and will appreciate your prayers as he works with the nationals and missionaries
in shaping policy for the growth of the church in India. The burden
of ripe harvest fields among the aboriginals in areas assigned to
B in C missions belongs to all of us. Therefore, pray ye the Lord
of the Harvest—especially that H e will guide in the training of
leaders among the people who will go forth with zeal.

Evangelical Visitor

MISSION CHURCHES

Mission Churches Seminar
Isaac Kanode
Director of Mission Churches
Besides having the privilege of attending the meeting
open to all pastors and missionaries 9-10 a.m. during
Roxbury Camp Meeting, the mission church pastors and
wives of the Atlantic and Allegheny Conferences shared in
a Mission Churches Seminar under the Director of Mission
Churches . . .
A total of 18 shared in this seminar. Comments expressed by those in attendance indicated that this "Pilot
Project" of in-service training was both informative and
challenging.
Each day's presentation has been compiled in outline
form to become a resource file folder for each pastor in
attendance. Each afternoon session was also taped. This
resource material, as well as the tapes, are now being
made available on a loan basis to all mission pastors as
a complimentary service from the Director of Mission
Churches.
A brief resume of the sessions and the speakers who
shared in them follows.
Nurture and Assimilation

Isaac S. Kanode
According to Billy Graham "Evangelism is 10% converting a soul to Christ and 90% nurture." The program
must begin the day a soul is converted. The program I have
followed most successfully and that I am recommending
is a home study Bible course. The pastor or a trained
member of the congregation meets with the new convert
an hour a week for a ten-day period. This course is given
in the home individually or, if there is interest, to the
entire family. Many times during the process of the course
the new convert indicates his interest in baptism as this
subject is studied from the Word or as the chapter on
fellowshipping and joining with other believers is also
studied from the Bible. This Bible study course can then
be followed by the church membership class where our
own church membership manual "On Your Way" would
be used. It is during the gap in time between conversion
and baptism and church membership that the great number of casualties occur—when new converts fail to follow
on in their initial conversion experience.
Nurture is only part of the task in bringing new converts into the church; assimilation is the other side of the
coin. A plan of assimilation should begin at the time of
conversion. "In each case the program for the reception
and nurture of a member of Christ's body extends over
three years. The period coincides with the length of time
Bushnell allows a father and mother to make a lasting
impression on a newborn babe! Let every pastor and his
associates understand that more is done, or lost by a
neglect of doing, on a new member's church membership
in the first three years of his affiliation than in all of his
years of discipleship afterwards." Andrew W. Blackwood.
A Program of Church Finance

/. Ralph Wenger
[J. Balph Wenger is pastor of the Five Forks Brethren
in Christ Church in Franklin County. The total giving
of this church in 1956 was $2,520.89. In 1965, it was
$15,197.49. The proposed budget for 1967 is $19,000.]
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The church rises or falls with its financial ministry.
Revival and financial concern go hand in hand. It is difficult for me to tell which comes first—revival and then
financial concern or financial concern and then revival.
They are inseparable and important to church growth. A
church should not miss the spiritual growth which results
from a good program of church finances. The challenge of
a good sound financial program that has as its base a
spiritual emphasis can be an attraction for prospective
members. It is impossible in our day to accomplish the
task of the church without a proper financial program.
A sound church financial program begins with the
leadership of the congregation. The pastor is the key figure.
Sermons on stewardship, which involves finances, tithing
and offerings should be given. Prayer concern for the
financial ministry of the congregation should be directed
by the pastor. A program of finance education for the local
congregation should be inaugurated. The church board must
feel the imperative concern for finances if the program is
to succeed. The committee on church finances can be established which is answerable to the church board to help
formulate, promote and regulate the church financial program. It is excellent if members of other boards and committees with the congregation can be involved in the
financial needs and programs of the church. When church
leaders feel the need for church finances, the program is
at least headed in the direction toward success.
A successful financial program seeks to involve every
member in the congregation. Never underestimate the
ability of anyone to give. Involve every department, society and group within the congregation. Tithing can be
used as a guide, but be careful of its limitations and
legality. Scriptural principles are based upon the truth
that all belongs to God and that a man should "Keep only
what God allows him to keep." This goes beyond tithing
and for some it may mean 20 per cent, others 30 per cent,
and for some, as in the case of men like Stanley Tarn and
L. G. LeTourneau, giving all of their business to God and
keeping only a small per cent for themselves. Regular and
systematic giving should be encouraged. A person who
gives regularly even though in only small amounts usually
outgives the infrequent "big" giver. This point is worth
emphasizing.
Promoting Missions in a Mission Church

Dr. William Gillam
One of the best examples of a small congregation that
put missions first came to my attention just recently. A
little community church in the State of Ohio that began
with a charter membership of 15 was challenged by the
pastor to put missions first. This congregation which organized in the month of October decided that in December
they would have their first annual missionary conference.
I was called to be their missionary speaker along with my
daughter and son-in-law. At this time they were meeting
in a Grange Hall. When I arrived at their place of meeting,
I noticed the place was spotlessly clean. In the front of the
room they had a large missionary banner. To one side there
was a missionary thermometer and I noticed at the top
the amount, $4,800—their missionary goal for this conference! I really wondered if they knew what it was all about.
We had a wonderful time. These people who had not
previously had an exposure to missions just drank up the
missionary challenge. On Sunday morning the time came
for them to bring their Faith-Promise envelopes. To the
amazement of everyone after their Faith-Promise commitments were all tallied it amounted to $7,000. My what a
(Continued on page twelve)
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Pastor's Page
Sermons That Produce a
Relish for God's Word
Sermons may have many and variant legitimate purposes. They can be very useful, challenging listeners in
differing channels of service as well as producing a variety
of important decisions. Sometimes it is difficult for the
listener to be fully convinced of what the speaker is really
trying to do. The vagueness of the message is occasionally
increased by rhetorical flourish on the one hand and by
cloudy thinking on the other.
While no man has every desirable quality and some
successful pastors are rather weak pulpiteers and very
ordinary Bible expositors, yet all should strive to create a
continuous thirst for God's Holy Word. To do this he
must inevitably be one who drinks often and deeply of the
waters of life himself.
Many people have been reared under the delusion
that the Old Testament was a completely fulfilled book
and its message belonged to the Pre-Christian era only.
Any good Bible teacher will make it crystal clear that the
Old Testament and the New Testament are a combined
unit, all of it conveying God's message to humanity. Much
harm has been done even in so called orthodox circles by
trying to make God say two very differing things in the
two books. This is not the case. When properly presented
the prophetic element of the Old Testament will come
alive and aglow with expectant truth that sends its penetrating rays into this dispensation.
A pastor does well to familiarize himself with the
typical element of scripture and reveal its anti-type in the
very day and situation his hearers must live. When we are
made to understand that the voices of the prophets came
alive in Jesus Christ, the whole Book of God will seem
like a rich treasure house.
The preacher can create lively interest in the precious
"Old Book" in children by developing story-telling techniques and relate Bible incidents to situations the "littlefolk" readily understand. This will give them a wholesome
acquaintance and early familiarity with the Bible which
follows them through life. Much can be said in favor of
memory work, reading programs (such as reading the
Bible through in '62), competitive team work, Bible Quizzes or any such organized efforts to aid, youth in particular,
in scripture association. The dividends are immediate,
large, and satisfying, but the big pay-off is in later life
when one finds these early committed verses are an ever
ready part of their vocabulary.
The minister of his congregation must always evidence
a high regard for the Supreme Authority of the Holy
Scriptures if his people are to cultivate a sacred approach
to the message they contain.
The Bible pronounces a blessing on "he that readeth."
This primarily has a personal reward to the reader himself but we do not feel any exegetical extravagance when
we say that this promise is fulfilled when the pastor who
is a qualified reader charms his hearers with the inspired
statements of the Book. The writer has a preacher friend
of another communion with whom he associates frequently
as they share funeral services together. On every occasion
as this servant of God reads from those sacred pages, it
delights one's heart and there are occasions while he reads
(12)

about the Holy City you are caught up in a wave of
expectancy and enthusiasm that for a moment you almost
feel you are on the streets. True, not everyone can read
so excellently, but pastors, we should all aim at better
communications. No literature in the world deserves the
golden eloquence or delicious emphasis as does the Bible.
The Bread of life loses its flavor when it is publicly read
with poor emphases, ridiculous pronunciations, and
stumbling hesitancy.
Presenting the truth of the Word in good topical form
with an appropriate enthusiasm inevitably generates a love
for the Scriptures that is frequently contagious and often
engulfs the major portion of a congregation.
Let us fervently pray that God may so equip us with
such a fragrant ministry of God's Holy Word that our
parishioners and listeners everywhere will have cause to
exclaim with David—"O how love I Thy law! it is my
meditation all the day."

E. J. Swalm

No Propagation
It is a curious fact in botany that we may cultivate a
plant until we destroy the ovaries of seed-vessels, so that
the plant can no longer propagate itself. The wild rose,
for example, has a fully developed ovary; but the beautiful
double rose, full of leaves and beauty, the crown of horticulture, reveals no seed-vessel. We find an analogous fact
in the world of mankind. There is a sort of culture which
is fatal to service. It develops a fine mind, a ready tongue,
graceful manners, a beautiful person; but there is no love
for souls, no power to win them—no holy self-propagating
seed or new lives. While the church perhaps never stood
so high as now in wealth, in culture, in commanding
worldly influence, it is only here and there one blade in
God's harvest field that bears to ear swelling with the full
ripe corn that God can use to sow His field, and bring
thirty, sixty, an hundredfold returns!—A. T. Pierson.

TRAINEES — Continued from page eight
While worshipping in their new homeland, the trainees
often discover differing viewpoints. But they also discover
that in Christ's love there is a bond stronger than the
differences. Thus, the trainees strengthen the ties between
their home churches and the churches in the host countries.
This year the trainees will be working in hospitals,
offices, homes, and on farms. When possible, the trainees
are placed in positions that will give them practical experience in their chosen occupation. At the end of six
months, most trainees are given new assignments.

MISSION SEMINAR — Continued
from page eleven
rejoicing time that little group of about 30 people had!
And the thing about them was that none of those present
were what we would speak of as wealthy people.
The sequel to this was as follows! A family in the
community with a 160-acre farm, after hearing of the faith
of this little band of Christian believers, said "We want
to give you our farm so that you will be able to continue
the program for missions and, furthermore, so that you
might have a new church in which to worship." This little
group has all the makings of a great church, and incidentally, they have nothing now to worry about financially.
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Bishop addresses and telephone numbers
are not complete in the General Conference
Minutes, 1967. Following are the correct
listings:
C. B. Byers, Atlantic Conference
501 East Mulberry St., Elizabethtown, Penna.
17022
Telephone: 717-367-1806
Arthur M. Climenhaga, Mid-West, Pacific
Conferences
691 Ukiah Way, Upland, California 91786
Telephone: 714-982-6949
Henry A. Ginder, Allegheny Conference
8 Hellam Drive, Mechanicsburg, Penna. 17055
Telephone: 717-697-1539
J. N. Hostetter, Central Conference
Box 8, Nappanee, Indiana 46550
Telephones: 219-773-3500
219-773-3164
Roy V. Sider, Canadian Conference
Route 1, Box 65, Sherkston, Ontario, Canada
Telephone: 416-869-3602
Pastor Jay E. Sisco, who gave the address.
Guest participants were Rev. John Z. Martin,
Baltimore, Md., and Rev. E. H. Wenger, w h o represented the Allegheny Regional Conference.

CHURCH NEWS
ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
The newly-constructed education building
of the Green Grove congregation, Pa., was
dedicated the afternoon of June 4, 1967. The
church building, built in 1897, was bought in
1936 by the Brethren in Christ. Rev. S. W .
Heisey served as its first pastor. T h e new
building adds to the facilities seven classrooms,
two restrooms, a pastor's study and a nursery.
It was decided that all work possible should
be done by members of the congregation.
This resulted in a building project, valued at
$25,000, being achieved by t h s congregation
for about $12,000. The remaining debt was
less than $2,000 at the time of dedication.
The dedication service included participation by members of the congregation and
Rev. S. W . Heisey. Pastor Bert E. Winger was
in charge, and Bishop Charlie Byers gave the
dedication message and led in the dedication
ritual.

Christ Church and became a part of ths
Allegheny Regional Conference. Rev. Jay E.
Sisco has been pastor of the congregation
since 1961.
Land for the new church was purchased
in 1964. Future plans include the building
of a second unit which will provide space
for a sanctuary, a balcony, additional classrooms, a church office and a large narthex.
A spot is also reserved for the building of
a parsonage and development of a recreation
and picnic area.
Taking part in the service was a representative group from the congregation, including J. Roy Rockey, honorary chairman;
Charles L. Bonner, campaign chairman, and
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The Christ's Crusaders of Air Hill congregation, Pa., presented the drama, "Soup, Sand,
and Sagebrush" for the Five Forks congregation, Sunday evening, August 20.
Eleven persons were received into church
fellowship by the Hollowell congregation, Pa.,
Sunday morning, August 13.
Seven persons were baptized in a July
Sunday morning worship service of the New
Guilford congregation, Pa.
Clarence Center Dedicates Education Building
A modern, contemporary design, two story
Christian education building was dedicated at
Clarence Center, New York, in the forepart
of June, 1967.
At a total cost of a bit more than one
hundred thousand, seven thousand feet of
floor space provides much needed facilities
for the life and ministry of the congregation.
The lower level is concrete on grade, carpeted, providing seven classrooms, a conference
room, and a church office with study room
for the minister.
The upper level is used for boys and girls
activities and general use as a Fellowship Hall.
This phase represents the first of a total building program, planned to provide adequate
facilities for each phase of the Church's program.
Dedication service was largely attended
with representative church and civic leaders
from the community in attendance. Rev. Aaron
Stern is serving as pastor.

The Pleasant View congregation, Red Lion,
Pa., held a vacation Bible School, July 12-21,
1967. Total enrollment was seventy-four; and
offerings, totaling $130, were divided between
Bible school expenses and transportation expenses for jeeps in India.
The congregation of the Moore's Church,
near Lewisberry, Pa., broke ground for a new
church, Sunday afternoon, July 30, 1967. T h s
new structure will be built on a seven-acre
plot of ground east of Lewisberry and will
be known as the Redland Valley Brethren in
Christ Church.
The new brick structure of contemporary
design will be the educational unit of a twophase building project. It is to be a one level,
electrically-heated building, providing space
for nine class rooms, rest rooms, utilities,
narthex and a temporary sanctuary with seating for 175 worshippers. The project also
includes a roadway, parking area, well and
sewer. Total cost will be approximately
$90,000.
,
Since its origin in 1945, the congregation
has been worshipping in the Moore's Church.
In 1963, it affiliated with the Brethren in

Carmen Niesley spoke in the Sunday evening service of the Grantham congregation,
Pa., August 27, before leaving for Youth for
Christ duties in New York.

ATLANTIC C O N F E R E N C E
Four persons were baptized by the Montoursville congregation, Pa., on August 6. One
week later three persons were received into
church fellowship.
Charles L. Bonner, building committee member, breaks ground for the new Redland
Valley Brethren in Christ Church. At left is
Fred Strine of McCoy Bros. Inc., contractors;
at right is Pastor Jay E. Sisco.

The Christ's Crusaders of Conoy congregation, Pa., held a week-end campout, August
11-13, at Cowan's Gap State Park.
Rev. David McBeth, Messiah College, was
guest speaker for Christian College Sunday,
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August 27, at Cross Roads church, near Mt.
Joy, Pa.
The Christ's Crusaders of Refton congregation, Pa., used the facilities of Camp Kenbrook for a retreat August 12-13. Recreation,
films, and devotional meditations were a part
of their activity.
Twelve persons were baptized and ten received into church fellowship by the Mt.
Pleasant congregation, Pa., August 20.
CANADIAN C O N F E R E N C E
A Centennial Youth Banquet was held July
7 by the Houghton, Frogmore, and Walsingham congregations, Ontario. A guest soloist
and the film, "Fast W a y Nowhere," were a
part of celebration activities.
The five day Bible school of the Walsingham congregation had a high attendance of
eighty pupils, an average attendance of sixtyeight. In a recent business meeting, a building committee was appointed in anticipation
of further development of the church plant.
The Sherkston congregation, Ontario, recently welcomed home Bert Ray Sider after
two years voluntary service in the Dominican
Republic. He spoke in the Sunday morning
service, August 6. The following week there
was a fellowship dinner, and the program
highlighted local activities of the past two
years. The two following Sunday evenings
Bert Ray spoke and showed pictures of his
VS activities.
CENTRAL C O N F E R E N C E
Geneva Lavy told about the work of Navajo
Mission in a WMPC-sponsored midweek service at Beulah Chapel, Springfield, Ohio, August 9. The service concluded with a farewell
fellowship for the Keith Ulery family who
will assume the pastorate at Colorado Springs,
Colo.
Pastor Harold Wolgemuth gave a message
in word and colored chalk to the Beulah
Chapel congregation, Kentucky, Sunday evening, August 13. The following Sunday the
chalk drawing was presented to the person
bringing the largest number of persons to
Sunday school.
In the absence of Pastor David Wenger,
Rev. Irvin Kanode was guest speaker for the
Union Grove congregation, Indiana, Sunday
morning, August 13.
MIDWEST CONFERENCE
Stanley Eyster, recently returned from Voluntary Service in Africa, spoke and showed
pictures on August 13 to his home congregation, Bethany, Olda.
PACIFIC C O N F E R E N C E
Christ's Crusaders of Chino, Calif., hosted
a "Sip-n-Sing" fellowship following the Sunday evening service in which Messiah's Men
had given a program of sacred music. The
Upland Crusaders were invited to join them.
The Church Board of the Upland congregation, Calif., held a retreat on Saturday, August
26, to give consideration to the mission and
program of the congregation for the coming
year.
REVIVAL SERVICES
Albert Engle at Pretoria, Pa., September 24October 8; Bert Winger at Antrim, Pa., October 13-15; Henry Landis at Leonard, Mich.,
October 16-29; Spurgeon Metzler at New
Guilford, Pa., October 29-November 12; Henry
Miller at Nappanee, Ind., November 1-12.
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STEEL—Barbara Elaine, born June 18, 1967,
to Mr. and Mrs. John Steel, Carlisle congregation, Pa.
WILLIAMS—Jeffrey Stuart, born August 19,
1967, to Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Williams,
Upland congregation, Calif.
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GILLILAND-KLINGER—Miss Lola Beth Klinger,
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Wilbur B. Klinger,
Upland, California, became the bride of Mr.
Edward William Gilliland, son of Mr. and
Mrs. William A. Gilliland, Upland, August 19,
1967. The ceremony was performed in the
Upland Brethren in Christ Church, Pastor
Elbert N. Smith officiating.
KEENEY-PETERSON—Miss Barbara Ann Peterson, Plainfield, Pa., and Mr. Larry Keeney,
New Freedom, Pa., were united in marriage
June 24, 1967, in the Carlisle Brethren in
Christ Church. The ceremony was performed
by Pastor Kenneth L. Engle.
LEHMAN-HALL—Miss Claudia Jean Hall,
Carlisle, Pa., and Mr. Larry Lehman, Carlisle,
were united in marriage June 3, 1967, in the
Carlisle Brethren in Christ Church. The ceremony was performed by Pastor Kenneth L.
Engle.
ROHRER-BEATTY — Miss
Sandra
Beatty,
daughter of Mrs. Stella Beatty, McVeytown,
Pa., became the bride of Mr. Lowell Rohrer,
son of Rev. and Mrs. Harold Roh.er, Lewistown, Pa., May 27, 1967. The ceremony was
performed in the Pine Glen Church of the
Brethren by the groom's father.
WINGER-MOORE—Miss Luella Sharon Moore,
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. D. Maurice Moore,
Meath Park, Sask., became the bride of Mr.
A. B. LeRoy Winger, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Kenneth Winger, Jarvis, Ont., August 5, 1967,
in the North Star Mission Brethren in Christ
Church. The ceremony was performed by the
bride's father, assisted by Rev. Paul Nigh.
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LIGHT—Mrs. Minnie M. Books Light was
born November 22, 1885 and passed away
July 28, 1967, at the Good Samaritan Hospital,
Lebanon, Pa., after a very brief illness. At a
young age she moved with her parents from
Kansas to Pennsylvania. She was converted
in 1900, was baptized, and in 1901 united
with the Fairland Brethren in Christ Church,
where she was a member until her death.
In 1912 she was united in marriage to
Harvey K. Light, who for many years was
one of the ministers of the Fairland congregation. He preceded her in death in 1963.
She is survived by one son, Harvey K. Light,
Jr.; and seven daughters: Misses Faithe and
Naomi, Cleona, Pa.; Mrs. Mildred Deiner,
Mt. Clair, Calif.; Mrs. Myrle Pyke, Mechanicsburg, Pa.; Mrs. Grace Ensminger, Jonestown,
Pa.; Mrs. Elizabeth Stoessel, Hershey, Pa.;
and Mrs. Miriam Dengler, Lebanon, Pa. Also
surviving
are twenty-three
grandchildren,
seventeen great-grandchildren, one sister, five
brothers and one aunt.
The funeral service was held in the Fairland Brethren in Christ Church in charge of
Pastor David Climenhaga. Interment was in
the Fairland Church Cemetery.

MITCHELL—McDonald Bryson Mitchell, age
51, Kindersley, Sask., passed away July 18,
1967, in the Kindersley Hospital after a prolonged illness. In 1946 h e was united in marriage to Enid Hahn.
Besides his wife, he is survived by three
sons: David, John, and Lawrie; and three
daughters: Dawne, Marguerite and Marilee.
* The funeral service was held in St. Paul's
United Church, Kindersley, in charge of Rev.
John Garman. Interment was in the Kindersley
Cemetery.
WINGER—David Edgar Winger was born
April 26, 1880, and passed away July 7, 1967.
For the past twelve years he resided with
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Climenhage, Fort Erie,
Ontario. He was a member of the Bertie
Brethren in Christ Church.
He is survived by three brothers: Walter,
Welland, Ont.; Irvin, Wainfleet, Ont.; and
Laban, Stevensville, Ont.; and a number of
nieces and nephews.
The funeral service was conducted in the
Bertie Brethren in Christ Church, Stevensville,
Rev. William Charlton officiating. Interment
was in the adjoining cemetery.
WINGER—Enos Eben Winger, Ridgeway,
Ontario, was born October 27, 1889, and
passed away August 15, 1967, in the Port
Colborne Hospital. He was converted in his
teens and united with the Bertie Brethren in
Christ Church, where h e was a member until
his death.
In 1913 h e was united in marriage to
Winifred Sider, and they celebrated their
fiftieth anniversary together in 1963.
He is survived by his wife and a number
of nieces and nephews.
The funeral service was held in the Bertie
Brethren in Christ Church. Pastor Wilbur W .
Benner was assisted by Rev. William Charlton.
Interment was in the Bertie Cemetery.
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Complex for Senior Citizens to Open
The first stage of a multi-million dollar
complex for senior citizens at Goshen, Ind.,
is nearing completion. By Sept. 1, 86 rooms
in the central manor of Greencroft, Inc., will
be ready for occupancy, according to Ivan
Weaver, manager. The large circular building
of one story is styled with contemporary
architectural features such as step-free accessibility to all rooms, adjacent outside patios,
and one wall of glass in each room. Each
apartment includes a fully-equipped bath, a
modern kitchen, a carpeted living area, roomy
built-in closets, exposed cedar ceiling and
—in the larger units—a separate bed alcove.
The central manor also houses a coinoperated laundry, an administrator's apartment,
a small grocery, a large ''lobby, individual
compartments for storage, a parking lot for
residents' autos, and two central lounge areas,
one dominated by a uniquely-designed fireplace.
In the larger apartments to be constructed
in the cul-de-sac units surrounding the central
manor, 800 to 1,000 feet of floor space will
be available, including two bedrooms, a livingroom, kitchen, and bath.
Greencroft, Inc., is the culmination of a
dream of churchmen in the Elkhart County
area that an older citizen who receives minimum income be permitted to live in a way
that is "consistent with his own habits, heritage and personality."
Sponsored by the Mennonite Board of Missions, Elkhart, Ind., Greencroft, Inc., is a non-
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profit corporation which is operated under
a local board of directors. The central manor
was constructed with a SI,175,000 federal loan
which is to be repaid over a 50-year period.
Interest is three percent.
Luke Birky, secretary for health and welfare,
said, "Greencroft, Inc., is operating completely
free of Mission Board subsidy. W e are serving
only in an administrative capacity by suggesting individuals from the community to be
on the board of directors."
Future planning for the Greencroft site includes the construction of a $450,000 nursing
facility of 40 beds.
"Africa" to be Shown in Four-hour
Television Special
"Africa," a four-hour special, will be released by ABC television, Sunday evening,
September 10. It is reported that nearly 85%
of the continent was covered in this filming
marathon. Wildlife, geography,
education,
tribal life, Africa's leaders, and related areas
of interest will be included. The early portion
of the program is geared to family viewing
with more complex matters reserved for later
hours.
"Africa" will be shown again in four onehour daytime programs, beginning September
19, so it can be utilized by school systems
for educational purposes.
CBS Reports on Mennonites
"Mennonites, the Peaceful Revolution," a
CBS documentary, has been scheduled for
television viewing on the CBS "Lamp Unto
My Feet" program, Sunday, September 10,
at 10:00 a.m. E D T .
Narrated by CBS news correspondent,
Stewart Novins, the program is described as
a "documentary highlighting the character of
the Mennonite community today, and the process of evolution taking place within it."
Spokesmen on the program will include John
C. Wenger, John Howard Yoder, and William
Klassen. The Mennonite Biblical Seminary
Choir will be among the groups performing
on the program.
Local television listings will reveal the local
time and station for the broadcast.
Richmond Gears for First Students
Richmond College, Canada's new evangelical institution will commence classes September 18th in leased premises on Lakeshore Rd.
in Port Credit, Toronto's suburban area.
Dr. John Wesley White, D.Phil. (Oxon),
Chancellor of the new College said the college
will offer this first year a limited program for
freshmen only with all classes being taught
in the evening. A brief chapel period will also
be held each evening in keeping with the
spiritual objectives of the College. Richmond
College is Canada's only interdenominational,
evangelical, liberal arts college.
T h e Faculty will consist of qualified instructors whose names will be released shortly.
It is known, however, that several of these
will have Doctorates from recognized Universities. Most of them will be employed during
this year by other Universities while teaching
one course at Richmond.
Rev. Elmer S. McVety, president of the
college says that this gigantic educational
undertaking needs the support of all Canadian
evangelicals individually as well as denominationally. He believes the college will benefit
every facet of Canadian evangelicalism.
Researcher Says Conservative Youth
Are Less Prone to Prejudice
A Lutheran pastor who is also a research
psychologist holds that youth who accept the
conservative belief of the Church tend to show
the greatest sensitivity to human need.
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Those who least accept a conservative
theology tend to be the least sensitive to
human need, according to Dr. Merton P.
Strommen, executive director of Church Youth
Research and research director of Religious
Education Association.
"There is a positive relationship, and a
significant one, between orthodoxy and tolerance," he concluded.
Religious Groups Hold Key to
Successful Student 'Adjustment'
In an era when student suicides and maladjustment are a matter of national concern,
the University of New Mexico is somewhat
unique among large universities, observers
note.
Its records reveal only three campus-related
suicides in the past five years and only 4.6
per cent of its 12,000 full-time students sought
psychological aid last year. The latter figure
compares with a national average of more
than 12 per cent of students.
"The religious groups like the Baptist
Student Union, Wesleyan Foundation (Methodist )and Newman Center (Catholic) play
a vital role in campus life," says Miss Marguerite Monk of the university's counseling
center. "Whenever we see a student who
seems a little bewildered about the activity
on campus and who seems to be isolated,
we try to get him interested in something
like the church groups."
Priest Says Church Can Learn From
Billy Graham
A priest writing in the Catholic Bulletin
in St. Paul, Minn., says the Roman Catholic
Church has "a lesson to learn" from evangelist Billy Graham.
"It seems to me that we Catholics share
a good deal of the Protestantism represented
by Dr. Graham," wrote Father Marvin R.
O'Connell, professor at St. Thomas College,
in his regular column. "After all, h s preaches
about a supernatural God, about the cross and
redemption; he pleads for more faith and more
prayer and for a harmonious and graceful
Christian life.
"He does not confuse Christianity and
psychology, and saturated as he is in the Bible,
lie knows that the Christian must aid widows
and orphans in their tribulation but also keep
himself unspotted from the world." Surely,
said Father O'Connell, "we have a starting
point for discussion with Dr. Graham which
we do not have with the God-is-Dead crowd
or the cocktail theologians."
Taylor Awarded by YFCI
Kenneth N. Taylor, president of Tyndale
House Publishers, and author of Living Letters
and other paraphrases of the Bible, was
awarded Youth for Christ International's Diamond Award for "significant contributions to
the nation's youth" at YFCI's 23rd annual
convention in Winona Lake, Ind.
Catholics, Protestants to Study 'Justification'
The annual meeting of the National Council
of Churches in New Zealand, was highlighted
by a joint Roman Catholic and Protestant
announcement of a conference this Fall to discuss "justification by faith."
The National Council and the newly-appointed Roman Catholic Commission on
Ecumenism said that addresses on justification
by faith—which was one of the issues causing
the Protestant Reformation which marks its
450th anniversary this year—would be delivered at a conference in October.
The conference will also consider ways
Catholics and Protestants can work together.

Reds Will Honor Gutenberg,
Conveniently Forgetting Bible
Marxist ideologists in East Germany are
seizing upon the upcoming 500th anniversary
of the death of Johannes Gutenberg to popularize their materialist rewriting of history.
Of the original 200 copies of the first
printed book, 40 "Gutenberg Bibles" .have
survived.
Just as a Marxist biography of Luther has
appeared in this 450th anniversary of the
Reformation, emphasizing the revolutionary
significance of the "early bourgeoise" leader,
so a book on Gutenberg is being prepared "to
give a Marxist-Leninist portrait of the life
and work of Johannes Gutenberg."
Sees Seminaries Losing Top
Teachers to Universities
The rapid growth of religion courses in
universities will soon siphon off the best
teachers while seminaries and schools of
theology "get the duds."
And with this loss there will likely be a
proportionate loss of good students at the
schools, according to Dr. F . Thomas Trotter,
dean of the School of Theology at Claremont,
Calif.
" W e lost a leading scholar on church history in America to the University of Iowa,
Dr. Trotter said. "Dr. Robert McAfee Brown
went from Union Theological Seminary to
Stanford and Dr. B. Davie Napier went from
Yale Divinity School to Stanford."
H e predicts the consolidation of many
seminaries and the survival, intact, of only the
better theological schools.
Bible Blitz to Saturate Atlanta
Plans to offer the New Testament for 25
cents at virtually every home in Atlanta,
Georgia, have been revealed by the city's
churches and the American Bible Society.
The church people, expected to be joined
by members of civic and social organizations
in this city of 1,161,000 people, will carry to
the doors the edition "Good News for Modern
Man," a popular edition of the New Testament of which four million copies have been
sold since September, 1966.
Congress Issues Joint Resolution to President
On Sept. 30 'Bible Translation Day'
The U.S. Congress has issued a joint resolution authorizing and requesting President
Johnson to issue a proclamation designating
the 30th day of September in 1967 as "Bible
Translation Day," and inviting the governments of States and communities and the
people of the United States "to observe such
day with appropriate ceremonies and activities."
Since the death of St. Jerome on Sept. 30,
1,546 years ago, the Bible has been translated
into more than 1,200 languages. There are
more than 2,000 tribes in the world still with
no written language and no Bible, according
to 20-year-old Wycliffe Bible Translators.
'Test Divorce' To Try Saving
Sweden Family Units
Fighting to preserve the family unit, after
introducing liberal laws towards pre-marital
sex and adultery, Swedish authorities have
introduced the "test divorce," something like
a trial marriage in reverse.
Marriage-saving bureaus are operated by
municipal authorities and the church. The test
divorce, or separation, is easy to get and must
last for at least a year.
'God Is Nonsense' Attitude Seen as Threat
The biggest threat to face today is the fact
that "God is strictly nonsense in the popular
mind today," the Rev. Eugene Carson Blake
told ecumenical leaders in Crete recently.
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The words of the general secretary of the
World Council of Churches were immediately
challenged by Nathan M. Pusey, president of
Harvard University. The active Episcopalian
layman said he was "upset" by the suggestion
and wondered if it were "really true."
The exchange took place on the second day
of a meeting of the 100-member central committee of the world body.
Blake insisted that the traditional belief
in a "transcendent" God—a God beyond human experience who reveals himself to m a n has little appeal to modern men. He said that
the council must nevertheless maintain its
commitment to orthodox trinitarian beliefs.
"If this is conservatism and is thought by
progressives to be obscurantism, so be it," he
stated. "The ecumenical movement depends
today as it has from its beginning on the
transcendent God made known in his son
Jesus Christ."
Professor 'Appalled' at Small Influence
Of Church on Indian Reservation
Despite years of hard work and much outlay of money, the influence of Christian missions is receding on the reservations as American Indians more and more are turning to the
peyote-oriented Native American Church.
Dr. Alan R. Tippett, professor of anthropology at Fuller Theological Seminary in
Pasadena, told Dan Thrapp of the Los Angeles
Times that he recently completed a brief
survey of mission stations on the Navajo
Reservation for a large denomination and was
aghast at some of the things he saw.
"I was appalled at the lack of communications between missionaries and Indians," he
said. "Very few missionaries speak Navajo."
Despite 25 years of work and considerable
expenditure," he said, "mission work for the
church I was studying had made an u n satisfactory impact."
The native Australian, who spent a score of
years in Fiji becoming versed in the language
and native customs, said the Native American
Church is beating Christian missionaries at
their own game and seems likely to become
the Red Man's religion on the nation's Indian
reservations.
625 Youth Spend Vacation
Evangelizing Children
Summers and children go together, and
625 young teachers spent their vacation evangelizing youngsters across the United States
through the missionary outreach of Child
Evangelism Fellowship.
The number of workers more than doubled
the 1966 total. Reports showed that 169,058
boys and girls were contacted in the 5-Day
Clubs in the summer of 1966.
Child Evangelism launched the workers
with a two-week training session under the
supervision of regional and state directors in
17 states. Each missionary taught from three
to four clubs daily, following the specialized
training. This year's course, published by
Child Evangelism Fellowship Press, was entitled, "Children of the Bible."
Colorado Cautious On Abortion
Despite Liberal View
The State of Colorado hasn't turned into
an abortion mill after all, despite its new law
legalizing abortion, say observers.
The state has been watched closely since
the lawmakers banned a bill against the operation and 28 other states followed suit. Many
Colorado doctors say they have turned down
applicants for abortion and have counselled
against it many times.
The American Medical Association's House
of Delegates changed its stand of 96 years
this-year to declare that therapeutic abortions
in a range of cases aren't inconsistent with
AMA policy.
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Churchmen Seen 'Playing God' Someday
In Deciding Life, Death for Babies
A biophysics professor, speaking to Protestant and Catholic clergy and laymen at a
seminar warned that churchmen within a
decade must prepare to make moral decisions
governing life and death.
Prof. Leroy Angenstein, chairman of the
Department of Biophysics at Michigan State
University, said his field is rapidly approaching the day it can predict positively the
presence of idiocy or other malformations in
the unborn fetus.
Clergy and lay leaders, he said, may have
to "play God" by advising parents on whether
such an unborn child shall live or die.

Book Review
Dyck, Cornelius J., Editor. An
Introduction
to Mennonite History. Scottdale, Pennsylvania:
Herald Press, 1967. 324 pp., including index.
During the last three decades there has
been a great resurgence of interest in the
Anabaptist vision, the heritage of Mennonite
and
Mennonite-related
groups. This has
brought to the surface a growing body of
literature and has developed a clearer picture
of the sixteenth century beginnings and the
developments to the present. Most of this
material, however, is for specialists—historians
and theologians who can sift through the
material and gain meaningful insights.
Now, in answer to felt needs, there is
developing a literature which will make the
findings of the scholars available to the interested and concerned laymen of the interMennonite groups. An Introduction to Mennonite History is such a book. A sub-title calls
the work "A popular history of the Anabaptists and the Mennonites," by which the editor
must mean that this story is here made
available to all the people. The preface indicates that the book is "written particularly
for young adults," noting that, "It is intended
to introduce students, church study groups,
and others to the basic historical and doctrinal
developments through four centuries of Anabaptist and Mennonite efforts to be a faithful
church."
The writers who prepared this work represent outstanding current Mennonite scholarship working under the Institute of Mennonite Studies. Dr. Cornelius J. Dyck, tli3
editor, is director of the institute. He has
drawn together nine writers from this continent and Europe to present a thoughtful and
accurate account.
The book divides naturally into two parts
and a brief concluding chapter of analysis,
evaluation, and challenge. The first part,
chapters one through eight, presents an account of the origin and early development
of the Anabaptist revolution. Properly, the
account considers the status of the Christian
church before the Protestant Reformation and
of the great churches in the Reformation. The
story then moves into the rise of the Anabaptists in various quarters of Europe as a

reaction against what were regarded as the
part-measures of the Reformation.
The second part of the book, chapters nine
through twenty, traces the lot of the Anabaptists as Mennonites from 1650 to the
present. The rise, development—decline, in
some instances—and movements of the various
Mennonite bodies are outlined in an introductory way. Whole chapters are devoted to
the (Old) Mennonite Church, the Amish, the
General Conference Mennonite Church, and
the Mennonite Brethren. The smaller Mennonite and related groups in North America,
including the Brethren in Christ, are considered within a single chapter. The last four
chapters in this part survey in broad strokes
the development of the Mennonites in the
several continents, including immigration and
missionary activity in the last one hundred
fifty years.
The final chapter titled "The Continuing
Vision" considers the Anabaptist Mennonites
as others saw them and as they saw themselves in the beginnings. It concludes with an
examination of the role of this movement in
present day Christianity.
Needless to say An Introduction
to Mennonite History on the whole is a book by
Mennonites for Mennonites. It is the best
up-to-date statement of the origins and development of the Anabaptist-Mennonite movement
available in a single volume. The first part of
the book is of quite general interest as it shows
the rise, spread, and influence of the Anabaptists as an effort to restore the true church of
Jesus Christ in the world. The second part
is somewhat more parochial in interest. It
tends to become quite involved with intricate
details in tracing out the movements that led
to the development of the various Mennonite
bodies. This part tends to be encyclopedic and
heavy reading. In the last chapter the general
interest is picked up once more in a challenge
to people of Anabaptist heritage to be aware
of their roots and faithful to their earlv lights.
Although it has been stated that this is a
book for Mennonites, it should also be said
that it is a book for all people of Anabaptist
rootage, especially in the first part and the
final chapter. It is here that the Brethren in
Christ reader who wishes to be informed on
the Anabaptist aspect of his heritage will find
help. This is the fullest concise statement on
the beginnings, early development, and significance of early Anabaptism that this reviewer knows. As such it represents a deep
and significant element of the Brethren in
Christ svnthesis—an aspect of the River
Brethren heritage. The analysis and challenge
of the final chapter has application for
Brethren in Christ as well as Mennonites in
confronting the world of the last half of the
twentieth century. It is provocative reading.
Few will be able to read An Introduction . .
at one sitting, for it is heavy going in spots,
but all Brethren in Christ who read it, especially the first part and the final chapter,
will find the effort worthwhile.
Owen H. Alderfer
Professor of Church History
Ashland Theological Seminary

